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Why is Invasive Species Awareness 

Important?
▪ Threatening native wildlife (42% of 

threatened or endangered species are at 

risk due to invasive species).

▪ Causing crop decimation 

▪ clogging of water facilities

▪ wildlife and human disease transmission 

▪ threats to fisheries 

▪ increased fire vulnerability

▪ Costing billions of dollars each year in 

impacts on natural ecosystems and 

economy.
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What is an Invasive Species?

▪ non-native (or alien) to the ecosystem 

under consideration and,

▪ whose introduction causes or is 

likely to cause economic or 

environmental harm or harm to 

human health. 
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How do Invasive Species Spread?
▪ Invasive species are spread primarily by human 

activities, often unintended. 

▪ People, and goods transported, travel quickly 

around the world, and often carry uninvited species 

with them.

▪ Invasive species can be introduced to an area by ship 

ballast water, firewood, accidental release, and by 

people. 

▪ Insects can be transported easily in wood, shipping 

palettes, and crates shipped across the globe.

▪ Ornamental plants can become invasive after 

escaping in the wild. 

▪ Released unwanted pets are another way invasive 

species are spread.
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What are the Impacts of 

Invasive Species?

▪ The introduction and establishment of 

invasive species (intentional or 

unintentional) can pose a significant threat 

to native and plant communities. 

▪ Invasive species can lead to the extinction 

of native plants and animals, destroy 

biodiversity, and permanently alter 

habitats.
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A map of the earth

Description automatically generated

Guam

Brown Treesnake (Boiga irregularis)
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Introduced to Guam in the late 1940s 

Spread across the entire island by the 1980s 

▪ caused the extirpation 

or extinction of most 

of Guam's native forest 

birds and lizards.

▪ eliminated 10 of the 13 

native birds.
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Threat to Guam’s environment, 

economy, and health and human safety 

▪ Millions of 

dollars in damage 

to the electrical 

infrastructure

▪ Regularly found 

inside homes and 

businesses

▪ Hazardous to 

infants and the 

elderly
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Brown Treesnake Control Efforts on Guam

▪ Anderson AFB

▪ Naval Base Guam

▪ Army National Guard

▪ Commercial Port

▪ Guam International 

Airport

▪ Shipping and Packing 

Companies

▪ Guam power authority 

substations
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Cost of Invasive Species

Preferred Terms List

Species absent   small number  rapid increase  widespread

eradication possible      eradication unlikely      long-term management
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Things you can do to make a 

DIFFERENCE!

▪ YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A BIOLOGIST 

▪ Biosecurity is the responsibility of the 

shipper and the receiver. (insects, dirt, plant material)

▪ Report (animals, insects, plants, etc. 28-SNAKE)

▪ CNMI Department of Lands and Natural 

Resources: 670-322-9830

▪ Guam Department of Agriculture, Division 

of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources: 671-475-

pest (7378)
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Questions
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